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E.0.11652: N/A 
TAGS: EAID, XA, EEC 

SUBJECT: INEORMAL DISCUSSIONS ON SOUTHERN AERICAN DEVEL- 
OPMENT, EC HEADQUARTERS, BRUSSELS, JANUARY 15-16 

REE: (A) 77 BRUSSELS 16959 (NOTAL) (B) STATE 9531 (NOTAL) 

1 . EOLLOWING DEPARTURE EROM BRUSSELS OF TOM QUIMBY, 
AID/AFR/SA (WHO MET WITH AMBASSADOR AND MISSION OFFICER 
BEEORE HE LEET), MISSION OEFICER CONTACTED EC COMMISSION 
OFEICIALS CONCERNED WITH AFRICAN DEVELOPMENT MATTERS TO 
OBTAIN THEIR READOUT ON SUBJECT DISCUSSIONS. EOLLOWING 
INFORMATION EMERGED. IT IS CONSISTENT WITH QUIMBY'S 
HELPFUL DEBRIEFING TO AMBASSADOR. 

2. PARTICIPATION: WE ARE INFORMED THAT, IN ADDITION TO 
QUIMBY, PARTICIPANTS IN THIS INFORMAL GATHERING WERE: 
MAURICE FOLEY, EC COMMISSION DEPUTY DIRECTOR GENERAL, 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 BRUSSE 01264 242108Z 

DG-VIII (DEVELOPMENT); DAVID ANDERSON, EC DELEGATE TO 
BOTSWANA, LESOTHO AND SWAZILAND; DENNIS GRENNAN, IN HIS 
CAPACITY WITH ARIEL FOUNDATION, NOT AS UNITED KINGDOM 
FCO OFFICIAL AND ADVISOR TO FOREIGN MINISTER OWEN ON 
AFRICAN AFFAIRS, ALTHOUGH HE INDICATED HE WOULD INEORM 
THE FOREIGN SECRETARY OF THIS MEETING; BERNARD CHIDZERO, 
UNCTAD DEPUTY SECRETARY GENERAL; AND FOLEY'S PERSONAL 
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ASSISTANTS, BERNARD RYELANDT AND JOHN SCOTT. CEAUDE 
CHEYSSON, EC COMMISSIONER EOR DEVELOPMENT, BRIEELY 
ATTENDED LUNCHEON ON SECOND DAY. EVEN THOUGH PARTICI- 
PANTS ARE PUBLIC OEEICIALS, THEY ARE CONSIDERED BY 
COMMISSION TO HAVE ATTENDED IN THEIR PERSONAL OR PRIVATE 
CAPACITIES.no NOTES WERE TAKEN, WE ARE TOLD, SINCE 
DISCUSSIONS WERE ENTIRELY OLE THE RECORD. 

3. PURPOSE: COMMISSION OEEICIALS STATE, AS REPORTED 
REF. A, THAT OBJECTIVE OF JANUARY 15-16 MEETING WAS TO: 

(A) HAVE AN EXCHANGE OF VIEWS ON ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
SITUATION IN ANGOLA, NAMIBIA, MOZAMBIQUE, AND RHODESIA; 

AND (B) DECIDE WHETHER FURTHER CONTACTS AMONG REPRESENTA- 
TIVES OF A FEW AID DONORS AND KNOWLEDGEABLE BLACK 
AFRICANS MIGHT BE WORTHWHILE. COMMISSION, WE ARE TOLD 

IS CONCERNED ABOUT CLARIFYING STATE OF KNOWLEDGE REGARD- 
ING SOUTHERN AFRICA REGION AND IDENTIFYING POTENTIALLY 
FRUITFUL SOURCES OF INFORMATION, WITH A VIEW TO "MAPPING 
FORWARD" ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT IDEAS AND PRIORITIES. IN 
OTHER WORDS, WHILE SITUATION IN SOUTHERN AFRICA CHANGES 
ALMOST DAILY-AND A "MASTER DEVELOPMENT PLAN" WOULD 
THEREFORE BE USELESS-EXCHANGING VIEWS ON GENERAL ASSIST- 
ANCE CONCEPTS AND DISCUSSING POTENTIALLY USEFUL SOURCES 
OF FACTUAL INFORMATION REGARDING THE AREA MIGHT BE 
HELPFUL, IF ONEY ON A CONTINGENCY BASIS. IN THIS CON- 
TEXT, FOLEY REPORTEDLY HAS IN MIND A FURTHER DISCUSSION 
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IN BRUSSELS AMONG RESTRICTED GROUP (POSSIBLY TO INCLUDE 
A FEW REPRESENTATIVES OF PRIVATE OVERSEAS DEVELOPMENT 
FOUNDATIONS WITH EXPERIENCE IN AFRICA) IN ABOUT SIX 
WEEKS. IF THERE IS THEN A CONSENSUS TO MOVE AHEAD, A 
WIDER MEETING MIGHT BE CONVENED (INCLUDING SUCH OTHER 
DONORS AS NORDIC COUNTRIES) IN 3-4 MONTHS, ON THE MODEL 
OF THE "TIDEWATER" DEVELOPMENT CONFERENCES. 

4. SUBSTANCE: MISSION OFFICER RECEIVED RELATIVELY 
LITTLE INFORMATION ABOUT JANUARY 15-16 MEETING FROM 
SOURCES HERE, EXCEPT THAT SUBSTANTIVE DISCUSSIONS WERE 
INCONCLUSIVE. IN LOOKING AT FUTURE OF THE REGION, 
INFRASTRUCTURE, EDUCATION AND OTHER NEEDS WERE ASSESSED. 

IT WAS ALSO NOTED THAT WHILE AT PRESENT EC EUROPEAN 
DEVELOPMENT FUND AND UNITED KINGDOM REPORTEDLY HAVE 
LITTLE FLEXIBILITY REGARDING ADDITIONAL DEVELOPMENT AID 
PROGRAMMING FOR SOUTHERN AFRICA, THIS MAY NOT BE SO FOR 
THE UNITED STATES. 

5. COMMENT: IN CONVENING THIS INFORMAL "WORKING GROUP" 
MISSION UNDERSTANDS THAT EC COMMISSION OBJECTIVE IS BOTH 
TO FACILITATE A FREE EXCHANGE OF VIEWS ON SOUTHERN 
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AFRICAN REGION BY KNOWLEDGEABLE AID OEEICIALS AND TO 
AVOID IMPRESSION OE DONORS "GANGING UP" ON AID 
RECIPIENTS. HENCE, FOLEY'S CONCERN THAT PARTICIPATION 
IN DISCUSSIONS SHOULD BE LIMITED AND INEORMAL. NONETHE- 
LESS, IF, AS WE ARE TOLD, GOVERNMENTS MIGHT BE BROUGHT 
INTO THESE DISCUSSIONS "AT A LATER DATE", MISSION 
BELIEVES IT DESIRABLE THAT CONCERNED WASHINGTON AGENCIES 
BE SUBSTANTIVELY INFORMED AS DISCUSSIONS HERE PROGRESS. 
ALSO, WE WOULD POINT OUT THAT COMMUNITY HAS SEVERAL 
POLITICAL AXES TO GRIND VIS-A-VIS BLACK SOUTHERN AERICAN 
STATES, INCLUDING DESIRE TO HAVE ON RECORD EVIDENCE OE 
POSITIVE ACCOMPLISHMENTS TO HELP EC POSITION WITH 
AERICAN STATES AS BOTH SIDES PREPARE EOR LOME II NEGO- 
TIATIONS BEGINNING IN SEPTEMBER. HINTON 
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